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MOTflEPTS. 

An account of "Oregon meetings" held at Blooming- 
ton, Iowa, in March and April, 1843, copied from a file 
of the Ohio Statesman by Professor Joseph Schafer . This 
document was taken from the issue of April 26, 1843 : 

OREGON MEETING. 
From the Bloomington (Iowa) Herald. 

At a public meeting held at the schoolhouse in Bloomington on Sat- 
urday, 19th inst., for the purpose of taking into consideration the pro- 
priety of organizing a company to emigrate to Oregon Territory, the 
Rev. Geo. M. Hinkle, of Louisa County, was called to the chair, and 
Wm. P. Smith elected secretary. The chairman having explained 
the object of the meeting, Mr. John C. Irwin, chairman of the com- 
mittee appointed for that purpose at a previous meeting, made the fol- 
lowing report : 

Your committee, who were appointed to draft a report to be made 
to this meeting, beg leave to submit the following, to wit : 

That from the information they have obtained from various sources, 
they believe the Oregon Territory to be far superior in many respects 
to any other portion of the United States ; they believe it to be superior 
in climate, in health, in water privileges, in timber, in convenience to 
market, and in many other respects ; they believe it to be well adapted 
to agriculture and stock raising ; also holding out great inducements 
to mechanics of the various branches ; they would, therefore, recom- 
mend to every person possessing the enterprise and patriotic spirit of 
the true American citizen, to emigrate to the Oregon Territory at as 
early a date as possible, and thereby secure to themselves a permanent 
and happy home, and to their country one of the fairest portions of her 
domain. In order to bring this subject more fairly before this meet- 
ing, your committee beg leave to submit the following resolutions for 
consideration and adoption : 

Besolved, That the company here formed start from this place 
(Bloomington) on the tenth day of May next, on their journey to Oregon. 

Besolved, That the route taken by the company shall be from here 
to Iowa City; from thence to Council Bluffs ; and from thence to the 
most suitable point on the road from Independence to Oregon ; from 
thence by way of the Independence road to Oregon. 
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Resolved, That the company leave or pass through Iowa City on the 
twelfth day of May next, and invite other companies to join. 

Besolved, That each and every individual, as an outfit, provide him- 
self with 100 pounds flour, 30 pounds bacon, 1 peck salt, 3 pounds pow- 
der, in horns or canteens, 15 pounds lead or shot, and one good tent 
cloth to every six persons ; every man well armed and equipped with 
gun, tomahawk, knife, etc. 

Besolved, That all persons taking teams be advised to take oxen or 
mules ; also that each single man provide himself with a mule or pony. 

Resolved, That we now appoint a corresponding secretary, whose 
name shall be made public; whose duty it shall be to correspond with 
individuals in this country, and with companies at a distance ; receive 
and communicate all the information that he may deem expedient. 

Resolved, That the members of the association meet on the last Sat- 
urday in April next for the purpose of a more complete organization. 

On motion of Mr. Purcell,— 

Resolved, That the resolutions just offered be taken up and read 
separately, which was agreed. 

From the first to the seventh article of the resolutions were voted 
for unanimously, with the request that those who wished to join the 
company would particularly look to the fourth and fifth resolutions. 

On motion of Mr. Irwin adjourned till 2 o'clock. 

2 o'clock P. M. 

Pursuant to adjournment, the meeting met, and being called to 
order, proceeded to the regular business of the day. Rev. M. Fisher, 
General Clark, Rev. G. M. Hinkle, Judge Williams, Stephen Witcher, 
Esq., and J. B. Barker, Esq., addressed the meeting with very elo- 
quent and appropriate addresses in behalf of those persons who wish 
to emigrate to Oregon. 

On motion of Mr. Irwin, General Clark was requested to act as cor- 
responding secretary for the company until its final organization and 
departure for Oregon. Also, that a committee of three be appointed 
to act in conjunction with the corresponding secretary, in the trans- 
action of any business for the advancement of the interests of the 
company. John W. Humphreys, Barton Lee, and Thos. Gartland 
were appointed said committe. 

On motion — 

Resolved, That the ladies, and all others friendly to the settlement 
of Oregon, be respectfully invited to attend, and that the Rev. Mr. 
Hinkle and others be invited to address the assembly. 

On motion — 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be signed by the 
chairman and secretary, and be published in the Bloomington Herald. 

On motion of Rev. Mr. Fisher, the meeting adjourned till Friday, 
31st inst. 

W. F. Smith, Secretary. G. M. HINKLE, President 
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Saturday, April 1, 1843. 

The meeting was organized by calling David Hendershott to the 
chair, and Silas A. Hudson as secretary; when, on motion of James G. 
Edwards, the report of the committee read in part on Saturday last, 
was ordered to be read in full. 

Mr. Hight, from the committee of correspondence, made the follow- 
ing report: 

Your committee of correspondence beg leave to report that they 
have written to Independence, Missouri, and to Columbus, Ohio, and 
have requested information, and also have proposed to join at some 
point this side of the mountains. Your committee have also thought 
it proper to submit a set of resolutions for your consideration, which 
ought to govern the company. It is expressly understood that we emi- 
grate to Oregon for the purpose of settlement; men of families are 
requested to join ; we have already engaged a physician, and expect a 
chaplain to accompany the enterprise. 

Organization of the Oregon Emigration Society. — There shall be elected 
one captain, four sergeants, and as soon as the company shall arrive at 
the gap of the Rocky Mountains, and consists of not less than one hun- 
dred men, they may choose one first and one second lieutenant. The 
captain and the four officers next in rank shall direct all the move- 
ments, and make all arrangements of the society for their march; and 
they shall act as directors, and shall qualify candidates and receive 
them as such at their discretion. They shall have charge of the funds 
of the company; shall choose their own clerk, who shall keep a regular 
account of all moneys expended and the amount on hand; and the di- 
rectors shall report to the company monthly. The clerk shall keep a 
regular journal of the march. No negroes or mulattoes shall be al- 
lowed to accompany the expedition under any pretenses whatever. 

Equipment. — Rifle gun, to carry from thirty-two to sixty bullets 
to the pound, and a tomahawk and knife, $16 ; one chopping axe, spade, 
etc., $2; 100 pounds side bacon, $3; 1 barrel flour and one peck salt, 
$2.25; i pound cayenne pepper, 1 barrel beans, $1 ; 1 canteen, and 1 
blanket, $5 ; 1 tent to every six men, $6 ; 1 wagon and 2 yoke of oxen 
to six men, $150 ; 1 pony or mule, $60 ; teams and horses to be shod, 
and spare shoes ; i barrel, iron hooped, to each wagon, for carrying 
water, $1.50. To each wagon 3 sets plow irons ; 1 cradling scythe to 
each wagon, all mechanical tools to be taken ; $20 cash to be deposited 
with the directors for company use. 

Every man ought to carry with him a Bible and other religious 
books, as we hope not to degenerate into a state of barbarism. 

The whole amount necessary for each man, without a horse, will be 
about $65. 

As soon as fifty men shall have joined and been inspected, and found 
competent, they shall choose their officers, and then agree as to the 
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time to take up the line of march. We shall pass through Mt. Pleas- 
ant, and to the agency, and thence the hest route to Council Bluff. 

Mr. Edwards moved that the report be adopted and printed, which 
was agreed to, when, on motion of General Hight, the meeting ad- 
journed to meet on Saturday, April 8th, at 2 o'clock p. m. 

MEMORIAL TO CONGRESS. 
BY CITIZENS OF KENTUCKY, JANUARY 13, 1840. 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States in Congress assembled : 
Your petitioners respectfully suggest : That the Government of the 
United States ought to plant a colony in the Oregon Territory, and 
give it such nurture in its infancy as to enable it to get a hold suffi- 
ciently permanent for it, by industry, to make the many natural ad- 
vantages of that vast region contribute to the wealth and prosperity 
of our nation. To crown this enterprise with success, they believe it 
to be expedient to have a road cut from some of the towns on the Mis- 
souri River, across the Rocky Mountains to Astoria, at the mouth of 
the Oregon River. As soon as this passage can be opened, a colony of 
farmers and mechanics should be conducted across the mountains and 
settled, with a military power, stationed strong enough to protect the 
colony. Donations of land should be made to those who would become 
actual settlers, sufficiently large to induce emigration. At a conven- 
ient distance across the mountains small garrisons should be placed, to 
protect travelers from the hostilities of the Indians. Under these ar- 
rangements, with such additions as you in your wisdom may make, a 
settlement in that territory can be made, which will doubtless redound 
to the advantage of this country. Your petitioners believe there are 
but few sections of country in North America embracing more advan- 
tages than that region. Its climate is said to be more temperate than 
the climate of any other country situated in a similar latitude. Its 
soil is fertile and well adapted to the growth of all kinds of agricul- 
tural products. Its valuable fisheries would be a splendid accession of 
wealth to the United States; its peltries, for a time, would be im- 
mensely profitable. A settlement in that country would afford more 
extended range to the pursuit of agriculture, into which it is our na- 
tion's interest to induce as many as possible ; when markets shall be 
opened for the products of this country, its rivers will afford advanta- 
geous facilities of navigation. The commercial position of this coun- 
try must not be overlooked. The East India trade, which enriched 
the Phoenicians, the Jews, and all succeeding nations, which have been 
so fortunate as to enjoy its trade, is more convenient to this quarter of 
the country than any commercial point in the United States or Europe. 
The estuary of the Oregon River is said to afford a safe, easy, and 



